
Planning Your Trip to Costa Rica for IFAMA 2022

General Conference Program

June 18-19 Symposium and EARTH Campus 
 Student Case  Guácimo,
 Competition Limón Province

June 20-22 Forum Hotel Real
9 :00 am - Sessions InterContinental 
5:30 pm  Escazú,
  San José Province

DATE EVENT LOCATION MAP

June 22 Closing INCAE Business
2:00 pm Forum School Campus 
 Sessions La Garita
  Alajuela Province

 June 23 Post Conference Various locations
Times vary Tours See info (last page)

EARTH
Campus

INCAE
Business

School

Juan
Santamaria

Airport

San José

June 22 Presidential INCAE Business
5:30 pm Banquet School Campus 
  La Garita
  Alajuela Province

The IFAMA 2022 Conference is comprised of three primary components: The Symposium (academics presenting 
their latest research), the Student Case Competition, and the Forum (hot-topic discussions from high-level  
speakers, roundtable discussions, and case study workshops). The conference occurs over five days in three  
different locations. Each day of the program is filled with rich educational exchanges, networking opportunities 
and an unforgettable immersion of culture. Please plan to attend every part of the program as we need your 
unique perspective and experience adding to these conversations.

The program begins with the academic Symposium and the World Student Case Competition on Saturday, June 
18 and Sunday, June 19. This part of the program will occur on the beautiful campus of EARTH University.  
Following the conclusion of the Symposium on Sunday afternoon, attendees will board a shuttle to San Jose and 
their hotels for the Forum program beginning on Monday.

The Forum sessions are hosted at the Hotel Real InterContinental beginning at 9am on Monday, June 20 through 
lunch on Wednesday June 23. 

The final afternoon session of Forum program will occur at INCAE Business School and concludes with the IFAMA 
Presidential Banquet and awards ceremonies. A shuttle will take all conference attendees to the INCAE campus 
after lunch on Wednesday and return to the Hotel Real InterContinental in San Jose following the Presidential 
Banquet.

Day 6 of the Conference offers attendees several unique Post Conference Agri-tours on Thursday, June 23. 

Below is a map and information you need to know to plan your visit. We are looking forward to hosting you in 
beautiful Costa Rica.



Travel Logistics

FLYING INTO COSTA RICA

Juan Santamaria 
Airport (SJO)

Arriving on or 
before 

June 17, 2022

Make sure to book airline reservations 
into Juan Santamaria International 
Airport.

If you are staying in San José, take 
local transportation directly to your 
hotel.

Otherwise see the next section for 
information on traveling directly to 
your hotel in Guácimo near the EARTH 
campus. 

See San José hotel options (below).

TRAVELING FROM AIRPORT TO GUÁCIMO / EARTH UNIVERSITY (Symposium & Case Competition)

Airport to  
EARTH Campus 

Area Hotels 
in Guácimo

 
Shuttle departing 
to Guacimo area 

hotels on  
June 17, 2022

or

Shuttle directly to 
EARTH University 

June 18, 2022

EARTH University is 2½ hours from Juan 
Santamaría Airport (SJO) 100 KM, or 2 
hours from Downtown San José, 80 KM.

A free shuttle service will be provided 
to transport conference attendees 
from San José directly to hotels 
located near EARTH campus on 
Friday or directly to EARTH University 
if arriving on Saturday morning. 
The pick-up point is at the Holiday 
Inn Express San José Airport (The 
Holiday Inn Express also provides a 
free shuttle transporting passengers 
directly from the airport to its hotel).

Departure times: 
Friday, June 17: 1 pm and 5 pm 
Saturday, June 18: 6 am

Booking a reservation on the 
shuttle is required to guarantee 
space. Please email caleb.consultor@
incae.edu

See Guácimo hotel options (below).

Additional transportation options from the airport to EARTH 
Campus or the Guácimo hotels (near EARTH University) are 
listed below. These options are paid by the attendee:

•  Uber  ($60 USD) 
•  DiDi  ($50 USD) 
•  Taxis Aeropuerto 
        ($110 USD private taxi - 4 people max) 
        ($140 USD minibus - 8 people + luggage) 
•  Car rental
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TRANSPORTATION WHILE AT GUÁCIMO / EARTH UNIVERSITY  (during Symposium & Case Competition)

A free shuttle service will be provided 
by IFAMA from the Guácimo area 
hotels to the EARTH Campus on both 
Saturday and Sunday.

Pick up points are at these hotel 
lobbies:

7:45 am   Hotel Suerre 
8:10 am   Hotel Los Rios 
8:20 am   Hotel Pacuare

June 18-19, 2022 There will be at least two shuttles returning to the hotels in 
the afternoon. Alternatively there are taxis and Ubers.

Plan to check out of your hotel on Sunday morning 
before coming to campus, bringing your luggage with 
you to store in a safe location while at the conference. 

https://www.costarica-airport.com/
https://www.costarica-airport.com/
https://www.costarica-airport.com/
https://www.costarica-airport.com/
mailto:caleb.consultor%40incae.edu?subject=
mailto:caleb.consultor%40incae.edu?subject=


TRANSPORT TO/FROM SAN JOSÉ TO INCAE BUSINESS SCHOOL (Closing Forum Sessions & Banquet)

INCAE Business 
School Campus

 
June 22, 2022

INCAE Business School is 40 minutes 
from Hotel Real InterContinental,  
28.8 KM.

A free roundtrip shuttle service will 
transport conference attendees to 
INCAE Business School and back to 
Hotel Real InterContinental after 
the conclusion of the Presidential 
Banquet. 

Pick up point is at the Hotel Real 
InterContinental.  

Departure time is at 2 pm.

Alternative transporation, taxis and 
Ubers are available if desired.

TRAVELING FROM GUÁCIMO / EARTH UNIVERSITY TO SAN JOSÉ (Forum Sessions)

Hotel Real  
InterContinental

 
June 19, 2022

Hotel Real InterContinental is 2  
hours from EARTH Campus, 93KM.

A free shuttle is available to transport 
conference attendees from the 
EARTH Campus to San Jose after the 
conclusion of the Symposium and 
Student Case Competition.

Pick up point is at EARTH Campus. 
Departure is at 5:30 pm. 
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Lodging

Lodging is not included in the conference registration fee. Hotel reservations should be made ahead of time 
by participants. Forum sessions are held at Hotel Real InterContinental, but you are welcome to stay at a 
hotel of your choice.

GUÁCIMO HOTEL RECOMMENDATIONS  (near EARTH University Campus)

Hotel Suerre

Guápiles

The Suerre Hotel is surrounded by the exuberant nature of 
Costa Rica’s Caribbean Coast and is considered one of the 
best four-star hotels in the Caribbean. This hotel has a good 
restaurant. Preferential rates include breakfast buffet.

Please note: The Guácimo hotels are located in rural areas where some services are not available. You will not find 
shopping malls, supermarkets. It is highly recommended that attendees choose one of the three options listed 
below as they are conference approved.

Reservations:  Katty Camacho 
+506 2 713 30 00 / +506 2 713 30 03  
reservas@hotelsuerrecr.com

Rate in room type (code: Ifama2022):

Standard Single: $60 + tax
Standard Double: $70 + tax
Deluxe Single: $70 + tax
Deluxe double: $80 + tax
Additional person: $15 + tax

http://hotelsuerrecr.com/
mailto:reservas%40hotelsuerrecr.com?subject=


Hotel Pacuare

Siquirres

Hotel Pacuare has a restaurant, bar, garden, and free WiFi 
throughout the property. All rooms come with a flat-screen 
cable TV and a private bathroom. Room service, concierge 
service, and tour organization service are available. The 
rooms include a terrace with garden views. Guests at Hotel 
Pacuare can enjoy a continental or à la carte breakfast. This 
hotel has a good restaurant.

Reservations: info@hotelpacuare.com 
or WhatsApp +506 6402 62 34

Preferential rate (code Earth2022):

Superior Room A/C: 1 double bed, 
air conditioning, cable TV, terrace, 
shower with hot water and breakfast 
included: $40 + tax

Superior Double Room A/C: 2 dou-
ble beds, air conditioning, cable TV, 
terrace, hot shower, and breakfast 
included: $55 + tax 

Cost per additional person: $7 

Hotel Los Rios

Guácimo

Hotel Los Ríos is located 75 km Northeast of San José, on 
Highway 32 and at the height of the city of Guácimo, Limón. 
The rooms include a terrace with garden views and the 
hotel has  a good restaurant.

Reservations:  info@hotellosrios.com 
+506 2716 69 65 / +506 8301 18 50

Preferential rate (code EARTH2022):

Cabin Room (rate with breakfast 
included): single: $54, double: $64 
3 persons: $89, 4 persons: $105 + tax

Deluxe Room (rate with breakfast 
included): single: $64, double: $72 
3 persons: $98, 4 persons: $115

Suite (includes breakfast): 2 persons  
$109

SAN JOSÉ HOTEL RECOMMENDATIONS  (near Forum sessions)

Hotel Real  
InterContinental

Escazú, San José

Located 30 minutes from the Juan Santamaría International 
Airport, Escazú is an easily accessible city of Costa Rica on 
the west side of the city of San José. It has several hotels, 
shopping centers, restaurants, and high-value businesses.

Hotel Real InterContinental will host the IFAMA Forum 
sessions. 

Reservations: 
(506) 2208 21 00 or  
juliette.dussaud@r-hr.com

IFAMA guarantees a quantity of  
rooms available for participants with  
a corporate special rate in USD. 

$159 + tax for single

$179 + tax for double

https://www.hotelpacuare.com/
mailto:info%40hotelpacuare.com?subject=
https://www.hotellosrios.com/
mailto:info%40hotellosrios.com?subject=
https://www.ihg.com/intercontinental/hotels/us/en/san-jose/sjoha/hoteldetail
https://www.ihg.com/intercontinental/hotels/us/en/san-jose/sjoha/hoteldetail
mailto:juliette.dussaud%40r-hr.com?subject=


Sheraton San 
José Costa Rica

Escazú, San José

The Sheraton San Jose Hotel, Costa Rica is within walking 
distance of Hotel Real InterContinental the location of 
IFAMA 2022 (Monday-Wednesday). 

Reservations should be made with 
the hotel by contacting Reservations 
at reservas@sheratoncr.com. 
Mention the event code IFAMA 
2022.  Discounted rate is subject to 
availability at the time of booking.

Special Rates:

Standard Room (Single or Double) 
$119 + tax (13%)

Executive Room (Single or Double) 
$164 + tax (13%)

The rate applies from June 18 to June 
23, 2022. 

AC Hotel by 
Marriott

Escazú, San José

AC Hotel is in a prime downtown location near all the hustle 
and bustle of the city. Complimentary high-speed Wi-Fi, 
comfortable beds,  and plush linens. The hotel offers two 
restaurants and a fully equipped fitness center.

Reservations:  Daniela Osorio G. 
Daniela.osorio@marriott.com or  
+506 6042 82 02

Preferential rate: $129 + tax for single 
(includes breakfast and WiFi)

Wyndham  
Garden  

Escazú Hotel

Escazú, San José

Wyndham Garden is 20 minutes from Juan Santamaría 
International Airport. It offers a full-service restaurant, 24-
hour access to state-of-the-art fitness center, a 65 ft indoor 
heated lap pool, Jacuzzi and indoor poolside lounge deck.

Reservations:  
reservaciones@wyndhamcr.com

Preferential rate:

$85 + tax for single or double

$99 + tax for single or double

The Wyndham Garden Hotel will 
provide hotel guests a free shuttle to 
the Hotel Real InterContinental for the 
IFAMA conference.

Holiday Inn 
Express, San 

José Costa Rica 
Airport

Alajuela

The hotel is located less than 1 mile from San Jose Airport 
and offers a free 24-hour airport shuttle, an outdoor pool 
and fitness gym. The bright rooms include breakfast, free 
Wi-Fi and cable TV. Each air-conditioned room at the Holiday 
Inn Express San Jose Airport includes a coffee maker and 
free phone calls. 

Contact to reserve group rate: 
Francisco Gonzalez 
fgonzalez@gmhospitality.net 
(506) 6047-5641 | T.2443-0043 
Reservation code: IFAMA 2022

Preferential rates:

Standard Single $92 + tax (13%)

Standard Double $95 + tax (13%)

The hotel will provide a free shuttle 
service daily back and forth to the 
IFAMA 2022 Conference at the Hotel 
Real InterContinental.

https://www.marriott.com/en-us/hotels/sjosi-sheraton-san-jose-hotel-costa-rica/overview/
https://www.marriott.com/en-us/hotels/sjosi-sheraton-san-jose-hotel-costa-rica/overview/
mailto:reservas%40sheratoncr.com?subject=
mailto:reservas%40sheratoncr.com?subject=
https://www.marriott.com/en-us/hotels/sjoar-ac-hotel-san-jose-escazu/overview/
https://www.marriott.com/en-us/hotels/sjoar-ac-hotel-san-jose-escazu/overview/
mailto:Daniela.osorio%40marriott.com?subject=
https://www.wyndhamhotels.com/es-xl/wyndham-garden/san-jose-costa-rica/wyndham-garden-san-jose-escazu/overview
https://www.wyndhamhotels.com/es-xl/wyndham-garden/san-jose-costa-rica/wyndham-garden-san-jose-escazu/overview
https://www.wyndhamhotels.com/es-xl/wyndham-garden/san-jose-costa-rica/wyndham-garden-san-jose-escazu/overview
mailto:reservaciones%40wyndhamcr.com?subject=
https://www.ihg.com/holidayinnexpress/hotels/us/en/san-jose/sjoap/hoteldetail
https://www.ihg.com/holidayinnexpress/hotels/us/en/san-jose/sjoap/hoteldetail
https://www.ihg.com/holidayinnexpress/hotels/us/en/san-jose/sjoap/hoteldetail
https://www.ihg.com/holidayinnexpress/hotels/us/en/san-jose/sjoap/hoteldetail
mailto:fgonzalez%40gmhospitality.net?subject=


Budgeting 

• IFAMA membership 
• Conference registration
• Airline tickets
• Hotel accommodations: may include multiple hotels
• Transportation:  miscellaneous taxis, bus fares, Ubers or car rentals
• Tour costs
• Food: meals not covered in the conference registration fee
• Credit Card Fees: some countries charge processing fees
• Out of pocket expenses: spending money

Meals

Conference registration includes 5 lunches and 2 dinners. Participants may have complimentary breakfast at their 
hotels and dinners at local restaurants on alternate evenings.

  June 18 June 19 June 20 June 21 June 22

 Breakfast Hotel provided Hotel provided Hotel provided Hotel provided Hotel provided

 Lunch Provided Provided Provided Provided Provided 

 Dinner Provided On your own On your own On your own Provided 

Spouses may attend the lunches, receptions, and the Presidential Banquet at at a special rate of $250 for all, 
or individually by event (Welcome Reception $55; Presidential Banquet $75). To register please email  
Caleb A. Picardo at ifama2022@incae.edu.

COVID - Pandemic Safety Policy

Because vaccination and travel protocols vary by country and are constantly changing, attendees must be 
fully vaccinated in order to attend IFAMA 2022. You will be required to show proof of vaccination prior to the 
conference. The conference organizers will maintain all safety protocols throughout all the IFAMA events 
including: masking, safety distancing, and the use of sanitizers. To stay current on the latest information 
available, please visit the Essential Costa Rica website.

Travel  Insurance

Travel insurance is not a requirement to enter Costa Rica, but if desired you can obtain coverage at a  
reasonable rate through Trawick International.

Travel VISA Requirements

Do you need a Visa to enter Costa Rica?  Check here.

If you are a registered conference attendee and need a formal invitation letter please email ifama@ifama.org 
(Subject Head: Visa)  or phone 1 (541) 368-5545.

mailto:ifama2022%40incae.edu?subject=
https://www.visitcostarica.com/en/costa-rica/planning-your-trip/entry-requirements
https://www.trawickinternational.com/
https://costaricalaw.com/costa-rica-legal-topics/immigration-and-residency/do-i-need-a-visa-to-enter-costa-rica/
mailto:ifama2022%40incae.edu?subject=Visa


Britt Classic Coffee Tour 
Costa Rica is known for its high-quality coffee resulting 
from its volcanic soil, high altitudes, and good climate. Pope 
Francis proclaims it to be “the best coffee in the world.”

An agribusiness tour planned to Café Britt—a pioneer in 
the organic coffee movement in Costa Rica. Café Britt uses 
sustainable agriculture techniques that preserve the

vitality of coffee bushes and the quality of coffee beans. 
Using only enough organic farming techniques necessary 
to encourage the natural development of the plantation 
ecosystem and combat coffee pests.

Departure: 3:15 pm – 2 hours 

Cost: $50 USD

Post Conference Tours  (available June 23, 2022)

Poas Volcano
This unique tour consists of a trip to the Poas Volcano, the 
Doka coffee plantation and the La Paz Waterfall Gardens. It 
is just one hour away from San Jose.

See the second largest crater in the world and most 
active volcano in n Costa Rica which contains sulfuric acid 
fumaroles, and its beautiful turquoise lagoon, all this at an 
altitude of 2,575 meters above sea level.

La Paz Waterfalls Gardens is a beautiful park where you can 
observe more than 110 species of wild animals rescued, 
amphibians, mammals like the Jaguar and Puma, monkeys, 
a hummingbird garden with more than 26 different species, 
snakes, and the 5 largest waterfalls in Costa Rica, all with 
beautiful panoramic views.

This tour includes a delicious buffet lunch with more than 
35 different options for all tastes.

Departure: 9:00 am - 5 hours 

Cost: $160 USD

Piñalbo Pineapples 
Costa Rica is the number one exporter in the world  
of pineapples. The tour consists of a visit to Pital in the 
middle of the Northern Region of the country which is said 
to be the birthplace of this iconic fruit. Piñalbo is a midsize 
company with 220 hectares of plantation. 

This company uses  new technology and best agricultural 
practices in reducing environmental impact with the highest 
efficiency possible. The plantation is surrounded by private 
natural reserve allowing a balance of a monocultive and 
a natural ecosystem, allowing the plantation to have the 
certification Rainforest Alliance.

Departure: 07: 00 am – Full day 

Cost: $60 

Lunch is provided in local restaurant. Guests pay for their 
meals.

All tours depart from Hotel Real interContinental. To register for the featured tours email ifama2022@incae.edu.

Inter- American Institute for Cooperation in Agriculture 
(IICA) and Bayer invite you to visit “El CIMAG”. This is an 
interactive place designed to demonstrate how digital 
technologies could be used to address one of the major 
challenges of the world: transforming agriculture to 
guarantee long-term food security and prosperity for the 
agricultural community. In a world that demands more food 
for a growing population, we need agricultural production 
without degrading our most precious natural resources 
such as land, water, agricultural inputs and time. We need 
a new agriculture, a universal change, a technological 
change and sustainable agricultural practices. This is a 
global challenge that must be tackled together.   IICA and 
Bayer want to show you firsthand, how this technology is 
adaptable for many uses in agriculture.

Departure time and cost: TBD

Inter-American Institute for  
Cooperation in Agriculture (IICA)

FEATURED 

TOUR! FEATURED 

TOUR!

https://www.coffeetour.com/classic-britt-coffee-tour
https://www.visitcostarica.com/en/costa-rica/where-to-go/protected-areas/po%25C3%25A1s-volcano-national-park
https://www.pinalbo.com/
mailto:ifama2022%40incae.edu?subject=
https://www.iica.int/en
https://www.iica.int/en


For more information, contact Caleb A. Pichardo  |  ifama2022@incae.edu

More Things To Do

Limón (near EARTH University)

Braulio Carrillo Park

Cable car tours, ziplines, terrariums, buttterfly gardens, 
trekking, orchid garden, and more! 

Estacion Biológica La Selva

Giant biological station full of wildlife that extends to the 
Barva Volcano:50km of trails for research and for visitors.

White Water Rafting Tour

Rafting on the Pacuare River through the incredible 
rainforest on 18 miles of Class III-IV whitewater.

San José 

Multiplaza Escazu Shopping Center

Shop to your heart’s content at the most exclusive mall in 
Costa Rica.

Avenida Escazú

Avenida Escazú connects fine dinning, fashion, 
entertainment, business and cultural events.

mailto:ifama2022%40incae.edu?subject=
https://costarica.org/national-parks/braulio-carrillo/
https://quebuenlugar.com/lugares/laselvasarapiqui/%20
https://riosadventure.com/tours/pacuare-1-day/
https://www.multiplaza.com/escazu%20%20
https://www.avenidaescazu.com/es

